.   Life and Letters

Oft on the rind I carved her amorous vows,
While she with garlands  hung the bending

boughs :

The garlands fade, the vows are worn away,
So dies her love, and so my hopes decay,

and both Windsor Forest and the Pastorals are
full of examples of his feeling for a certain
kind of landscape and his art in conveying it.
All the Forest passages about hunting, fishing,
trees and birds might be quoted. This is
characteristic in subject, though the double
" while " is weak and those oxen are lifted
from Comus:

Here where the mountains, lessening as they rise,
Lose the low vales, and steal into the skies :
While labouring oxen, spent with toil and heat,
In their loose traces from the field retreat,
While circling smokes from village-tops are seen
And the fleet shades glide o'er the dusky green,

Mr/Mackail suggests that he has been disliked
for using the diction of his own age, and not
that of another age. There is something in
this, but it is also true, not only that he did
the best things best, but that when he is at
his finest his diction is- least peculiarly of his
own time.

Pope began with a great, not the greatest,
equipment. In spite of his occasional grand-
eurs it is likely that had he matured as he
began he would have become at all events one of
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